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Basin Street Blues" was written by one of the best and most overlooked early jazz 
Imposers -Spencer Williams. Williams, a Louisianan, was a rarity for his time: a 

~'Jck man with a college education. Among his other hits are "Everybody Loves My 
~ ::by." "I've Found a New Baby," "I Ain't Got Nobody" and two songs made famous by 
- <lis Armstrong and Bessie Smith - "Mahogany Hall Stomp" and "I Ain't Gonna 
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Give Nobody None of This Jelly Roll." "Basin 
Street Blues" became famous via a 1931 
recording that featured a vocal by the great 
jazz trombonist Jack Teagarden. The band 
was The Charleston Chasers, organized for 
the date by Benny Goodman, with Teagar­
den and Glenn Miller on trombones. Miller's 
biographer George T Simon maintains that 
Glenn arranged the song and also wrote 
words and music for what subsequently be­
came the published verse - the part that 
begins "Won't-cha come along with me"­
though he never claimed credit or royalties. 
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