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WPreface

It was backstage at the final of the 1981 Paris International Guitar
Competition that | met the greatest guitar duo of today, the Brazilian born
Assad brothers. | was a participant in the competition, and they were
newcomers making their debut in Europe as guest performers during the
waiting period between the performances and the announcement of prize
winners. Obviously, we were all quite nervous then. In the end, | had
received first prize and they had made a sensational debut. 20 years
have passed since, and another happy fruition took shape.

The compositional genius of Sergio Assad has been greatly spotlighted in
recent years. Some works that come immediately to mind are "Jobiniana"
cycle , music for the Japanese film "Natsu No Niwa (Summer Garden)”,
album "Gypsy" in collaborating with Nadja Salerno Sonnenberg,
arrangement for Yo-Yo Ma's tango album, etc. | have personally taken
up Sergio's works quite frequently, often performing his challenging
"Aquarelie", recording his arrangement of Piazzolla - most close to its
original version - as well as of Ralph Towner, and premiering his
"Jobiniana No. 3". 1 asked him to write this "Sonata" (1999) in 1997, and
although it was finished by May of 1999 in Chicago, more discussions
took place three more months later in Tokyo before the final revised
version was to be completed. It took several months more before the
premier, and this composition was first heard by the public in May 2000
in Cuba at the Havana International Guitar Festival.

This Sonata, following Leo Brouwer's "Hika - In Memoriam Toru
Takemitsu" (1996), was the second work to be commissioned by the
international guitar maker, the late Masaru Kohno (1925-1998).

October 2001

Shin-ichi Fukuda

(Translated by Yukako Inoue)
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Allegro moderato
Pog.b'

to Shin-ichi Fukuda

Sonata

for guitar solo Sergio Assad
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