The Peanut Vendor (El Manisero)

Improvised piano by Doug McKenzie
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Introduction - uses the C blues scale over th\éj'BIues chord' C7#9
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These chords are the simple version....
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Often used chords as alternatives are :
F6 C7 _ Fe C7 _F
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LImﬂuno figure played with LH only. - no stretch beyond efoctave make it easier to manage
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ven though the basic LH template is followed, lots of minor variations are possible!
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ou need to have this LH figure on 'auto pilot' - you know it so well !
Fo ¢/ : F6, c7 F6 _
= E E f = . o 2
= o~ i = - v —
{ \) % N b N o N
i 7 ! , 7
— o . —
And get the articulation Fnot just the notes) right!
The chord on the 'and' of 1 is staccato and softish.
The other notes on the 'and' of 2 and on beat 4 are more legato and louder in volume.
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Lots of space between phrases
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New repetitive figure (montuno) in RH
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Now using the salsa 'Stride' type accompaniment - Michel Camilo often uses this.
The only chord is on the 'and' of 1, while other bass notes follow the bass
Your LH has to move now to cover the lower bass notes and the sustain pedal used
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RH improvises in diatonic thirds (from F Major scale)
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Quite an easy run to execute - a C9 descending arp.
followed by a descending chromatic scale
Note the direction change - adds interest
L7 F6 Fo c7, ~—3— , F6
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‘Bluesy' figures

LH back to the other figure
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Use just the thumb and index finger alternately to climb the F Major scale
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Melody harmonised in diatonic 6ths (from F Maj scale - notice that there are no accidentals)
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Briefly out of key - (suggests B Major) but
back into key almost before anyone notices!
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More 'wrong' notes for spice!
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It is a common characteristic of this jazz/salsa style to improvise in open octaves
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'Wrong' notes resolve by step to a chord tone.
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