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Words and Music by CHRISTINA AGUILERA
and LINDA PERRY
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Once up-on a time, there was a girl.
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In her ear - ly years, she had to learn___
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how to grow up liv-ing in a war that she called home;
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nev - er knew just where to turn___ for shel - ter from the storm. ___
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It hurt____ me to see the pain a - cross__ my moth-er’s__  face
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ev-ry time__ my fa-ther'sfist would put her in her place.
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Hear - ing all the yell - ing, I would cry up__ in  my room
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hop-ing__ it would be 0 - ver soom.____
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but the pain re - mains__ the______ same,

Bruis - es fade,__ fa - ther,_
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and 1  still re - mem - ber how you kept me so__ a - fraid.
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Strength is my moth-er for all the Ilove she____ gave.__ And ev -'ry
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morn - ing that_ I  wake, I look back at yes - ter - day, and I'm O -
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I of - ten won-der why I car-ry all this guilt,
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done?

the dam-age you___ have

un - der - stand

dy, don’t you

Dad
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lives_ on.

still __
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but for

a mem-o - 1y,

For you it’s just
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stairs;

cold

a - gainst_

thrown__
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what 1 might

in fear of

to come home,

a - fraid

day,

and ev - ry
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how you

re - mem - ber

still

and I

same,
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kept me so___ a - fraid. Strength is my moth-er for all the
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love  she gave. _ And ev-’ry momn - ing that_ I wake, I look
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back at yes - ter - day, and I'm O K.
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