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Notes on the Songs by Jack Gottlieb

Only a few 20th century singers have become linked, in the public mind, with composers of
art songs: Peter Pears with Benjamin Britten, Pierre Bernac with Francis Poulenc, and Jennie
Tourel with Leonard Bernstein. The two song cycles that begin this album, the Rilke songs
and the song Silhouette were either premiered by or dedicated to Tourel. The Jeremiah and
Kaddish Symphonies were also given their first performances with Tourel as soloist. The
Jennie-Lenny team (Bernstein at the piano) also were heard in memorable recitals, including
songs of Poulenc, as well as with the New York Philharmonic and other orchestras (Bernstein
as conductor) in works by Bach, Foss, Ravel, Berlioz and Mahler.

I HATE MUSIC!, A Cycle of Five Kid Songs (1943)
First performance: August 24, 1943,
Jennic Tourel and the composer, Public Library, Lenox, Mass.

Tourel’s New York recital debut (at Town Hall) included the Cycle. The date is significant
since it was the night before Bernstein’s unprecedented debut with the New York Philhar-
monic: November 13, 1948. Barbra Streisand has recorded the first song, omitting the second
“a’ of Barbara. Song No. 4 of the Cycle is sometimes known as “A Riddle.”

LA BONNE CUISINE, Four Recipes (1947)
First performance: October 10, 1948,
Marion Bell, soprano and Edwin MacArthur, piano, Town Hall, New York City.

Emile Dumont’s La Bonne Cuisine Frangaise (Tout ce qui a Rapport a la Table, Manuel-
Guide pour la Ville et la Campagne): “Fine French Cooking (Everything that has to do
with the Table, Manual Guide for City and Country),” was first published in 1899. Plum
Pudding, adapted by the composer from a larger recipe, appears under Mets Anglais
(“English Dishes”). Queues de Boeuf (“Ox-Tails”) is taken whole. Tavouk Gueneksis, a
Turkish delight, is also complete, and comes from the section Patisserie et Confiserie Turques
(“Turkish Pastry and Sweets”). Two ingredients of the original recipe are missing from the
musical setting of Ciwet a Toute Vitesse (‘‘Rabbit at Top Speed”): muscade (‘“nutmeg’) and
un verre d’equ-de-vie (“a glass of brandy”).

LITERAL TRANSLATION
(by Ron Mendelsohn)

1. PLUM PUDDING

250 grams of Malaga grapes, 250 grams of Corinth grapes; (Corinth grapes); 250 grams of
beef kidney fat, and 125 grams of bread crumbs: (of bread crumbs!). 60 grams of powdered
or brown sugar; a glass of milk; a half glass of rum or brandy; 3 eggs; a lemon! powered nut-
meg, ginger, cinnamon, mixed (all together about half a teaspoon); half a teaspoon of finely
ground salt.

II. QUEUES DE BOEUF (Ox-Tails)

Ox-tails is not a dish to be scorned. First of all, with enough ox-tails you can make a tolerable
stew. The tails that were used to make the stew can be eaten, breaded, and broiled, and
scrved with hot or tomato sauce. Ox-tails 1s not a dish to be scorned.



III. TAVOUK GUEUNKSIS

Tavouk Gueunksis, breast of hen; put a hen to boil, and take the white meat and chop it
into shreds. Mix it with a broth, like the one for Mahallebi. Tavouk Gueunksis, breast of hen.

IV. CIVET A TOUTE VITESSE (Quick Stew)

Should you be in a hurry, here’s a method for preparing a rabbit stew that Irecommend! Cut
up the rabbit (hare) as for an ordinary stew: put it in a pot with its blood and liver mashed.
A half pound of breast of pork, chopped; twenty or so small onions (a dash of salt and
pepper);a liter and a half of red wine. Bring this quickly to boil. After about fifteen minutes,
when the sauce is reduced to half of what it was, apply a fire, to set the stew aflame, When
the fire goes out, add to the sauce half a pound of butter, worked with flour . . . and serve.

TWO LOVE SONGS, on Poems of Rainer Maria Rilke (1949)
First performances: No. 1, March 13, 1949; No. 2, March 13, 1963,
Jennie Tourel and Alan Rogers, Philharmonic Hall, New York City.

In 1908, Rilke (b. Prague, 1875 - d. Valmont, 1926) was secretary to the sculptor Auguste
Rodin in Paris. That was the vear when Jessie Lemont, herself a poet, met Rilke. Ten years
later, her translations from the original German poetry of Rilke first appeared in print in the
United States.

SO PRETTY, Words by Betty Comden and Adolph Green (1968)
First performance: January 21, 1968,
Barbra Streisand and the composer, Philharmonic Hall, New York City.

The premiere was at a rally-concert called “Broadway for Peace,” relating to American in-
volvement in the Vietnam War.

PICCOLA SERENATA (1979)
First performance: August 27, 1979,
Christa Ludwig, soprano and James Levine, piano, Salzburg, Austria.

Written on the occasion of Karl Boehm’s 85th birthday: “with affection from his admiring
colleague,” and completed in Munich, August 25, 1979, Bernstein’s birthday. The nonsense
words imply Hassidic vocalizations, (perhaps a bit ironically?).

SILHOUETTE (GALILEE) Words by the composer (1951)
First performance: February 13, 1955,
Katherine Hanse, soprano and Evelyn Swarthout, piano, National Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C.

Another birthday piece, this one for Jennie Tourel on her 41st. (The composer has written
celebratory birthday songs or piano vignettes throughout his career.) In 1951, Tourel sang,
under Bernstein’s direction, with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. The song incorporates
an old Lebanese folk song, the Arabic words of which are paraphrased in the preceding
English phrases: “The boys dance beneath the branches of an olive tree.”



A SIMPLE SONG and I GO ON, from Mass, a Theater Piece for Singers, Players
and Dancers. Text by Stephen Schwartz and Leonard Bernstein, in addition to Liturgy
of the Roman Mass. (1971)

First performance: September 8, 1971,

Opening of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Washington, D.C.,
Alan Titus, baritone.

These two selections and the Candide songs in this album are the only ones to have been
originally written for male voice. A4 Simple Song is sung at the beginning of Mass by the
Celebrant, who is dressed plainly in jeans. By the time he sings / Go On, he has become
encumbered by robes which symbolize the weighing down of traditional rituals and values.

TAKE CARE OF THIS HOUSE, from 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,
A Musical about the Problems of Housekeeping, Words by Alan Jay Lerner (1976).
First performance: Forrest Theatre, Philadelphia,
Patricia Routledge, soprano and Ken Howard, baritone.

Sung by John and Abigail Adams (the “‘upstairs” residents of the White House), followed by
Lud and staff (the ‘“downstairs” folk). The show surveyed various Presidents and First Ladies
and was written on the occasion of the American Bicentennial Year. The song also was per-
formed at the Presidential Inaugural Concert of Jimmy Carter.

<

IT MUST BE SO, from Candide,
Words by Richard Wilbur (1955)
First performance: October 29, 1956, Colonial Theater, Boston,
Robert Rounseville, tenor.

T'o judge from this elegy, the peripatetic Candide must also be pathetic. In the original Lillian
Hellman version, It Must Be So was first heard after the destruction of our hero’s home land,
Westphalia, and after the alleged loss of his beloved Cunegonde. A second verse, It Must Be
Me, was subsequently heard after an earthquake in Lisbon. Happily, Candide recovers from

both calamities.

MY HOUSE; PETER, PETER; WHO AM I?; NEVER-LAND from Peter Pan,
Words by the composer (1950)
First performance: April 24, 1950, Imperial Theater, New York City,
Marcia Henderson as Wendy (for the first three songs), Stephanie Augustine
and Eleanor Winter as the Mermaids (for Never-Land).

In this production of James M. Barrie’s play, neither Peter Pan or Captain Hook sang any
songs, although Hook did participate in the Plank Round, a pirate chorus. Presumably, Jean
Arthur, the movie actress who portrayed Peter Pan, could not carry a tune. Later, a Soliloguy
was written by Bernstein for Lawrence Tibbett, who was to play the part of Hook. However,
this revival was unrealized, and the number was never performed.

All songs in this album have been recorded by Roberta Alexander, soprano and Tan Crone,
piano (Etcetera Records, ETC 1037).



Jennie Tourel and Leonard Bernstein, at a recording session of 1 Hate Music and La Bonne Cuisine (1960).
CBS Records — Don Hunstein, photographer



For Edys

I HATE MUSIC!
A Cycle of Five Kid Songs for Soprano

(In the performance of these songs, coyness is to be assiduously avoided. The natural,
unforced sweetness of child expressions can never be successfully gilded; rather will it

come through the music in proportion to the dignity and sophisticated understanding of
the singer.)
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(spoken very fast)

You see the riddle is, if the little Indian ~
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For Jennie Tourel .
The only begetter of these songs

LA BONNE CUISINE

Four Recipes

Texts from
““La Bonne Cuisine Francaise’’
by Emile Dumont
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PICCOLA SERENATA
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For Jennie Tourel, on her birthday in Israel

SILHOUETTE
Galilee

Words and Music by
Leonard Bernstein
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A SIMPLE SONG

Words by From Mass

Siephen Schwartz and
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I GO ON
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Words by
Alan Jay Lerner

Espressivo

TAKE CARE OF THIS HOUSE

From 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
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o IT MUST BE SO
From Candide

Words by .

Richard Wilbur Leonard Bernstein
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From Peter Pan

Words and Music by
Leonard Bernstein
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Words and Music by
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