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                                    “Canon in D” 
 
Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706) was a German Baroque composer, 
organist and teacher, who brought the south German organ tradition to its 
peak.  
He composed a large body of sacred and secular music, and his 
contributions to the development of the chorale prelude and fugue have 
earned him a place among the most important composers of the middle 
Baroque era. He also taught organ, and one of his pupils was Johann 
Christoph Bach, who in turn gave his younger brother Johann Sebastian 
Bach his first formal keyboard lessons 

Pachelbel's Canon, also known as Canon in D major, is one of the most 
famous pieces of music by Johann Pachelbel. It was written in 1680 as a 
piece of chamber music for three violins and basso continuo, but has since 
been arranged for a wide variety of ensembles. The Canon was originally 
paired with a gigue in the same key, although this composition is not 
regularly performed or recorded today. 

The piece, whose score was discovered and first published in the 1920s, 
became very popular in the late 1970s through a famous recording by the 
Jean-François Paillard chamber orchestra. 

This is the Pachelbel`s Canon chord progression: I-V-vi-iii-IV-I-IV-V.                           
In the key of D:  D-A-Bm-F#m-G-D-G-A. 

 

                             


