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THE TALE OF THE OYSTER

From “Fifty Million Frenchmen”

Words and Music by
COLE PORTER
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Fate was kind to that oys - ter, we know, When
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And said, "I'l put you on my bill of fare.”
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Think of his joy as he gai - ly glides Down to the mid-dle of her gild-ed in - sides.
+ = "
" F rall. '
: % 1} 1 "y .
E_—_lr » " ]{ I - —— T ! : - F' A3
— > 1 1 I I > ] 1 _]
T & -G ! -+
Slowly Moderately slow
E A8 E A Dmé/A Am Dm6/A
go——
e 1 : — X
» E— I = » %ﬂp———p———.}——d———,l———,l—p—b————ﬁ
=f d é ,=J g i | | 1 i | —t
! L i ! — ]
Proud lit-tle oys - ter! Af - ter lunch_ Mrs._ H, com-plains.. And
‘ * |
e :
z f‘ T kg ¢
if -
v
-y <F A r : l l - - - s
== . = —r—— i
e e & - - -
Am G F E Am
= — —f— i N
I —~ ¥ " .- }
53yS to her hos - tess,''I've got such pains! I came
[o— J [— , 1 _ |
e —— : o —
b Y bt — s
CF T o [
== — e —_—y ——7 ——2
; - 1 - i M % M i & f &




34

Am Fm6/Ab C/G F6 C/E Am F6  F6-5 E
n — — i
e —p 1 ]  ——
1 1 1] T L / & ‘§ ”‘Jl &
o —— —— ] ¢ - : pe !
yacht to - day,._ But 1 think I'd bet-ter hur-ry back to Oys -  ter Bay.
n 1 A“ 1 P~ 1 L f'* N
e ._'F_Lbi ] ’t .;"k‘z
< ) WY B »> L — » r y O ‘
AN RS A L
— rall
¥—— = ] : — 2 e
e — i) & - =t - ! i ‘%
Slowl Moderately slow
y A6 E Am Dmé6/A
a - /;7 e 1 I
s e — I % ¢
] 3 r 1 ——
Scared lit - tle oys - terl ‘ Off they go___ . thru the
I | M
= — : f'; - —_ — —
. b 7 i 7
F ' mp
). ﬁ) ‘,'%sl 7 £ ; ! ¥ i i y i
7 ) P > L r 8 &
Ca 3 %:& ¥ W
Am Dm6/A Am G F E
2 x . e e = <=
S | e === e
trou - bled tide, The yacht roll-ingmad - ly from side to side, They've
H 5 13 ( Y ‘( T 1 } a ; A 4 —
e s
© y[;‘fyﬁv el 77( 7?1’ ‘/’;{ﬁr'
= z —F ——F ——F ——% ——1
i — - - ¢ = =: ;
., Am Dm6/A Am F6/Ab C/G Fm6
{ p——
o ¢ F—Fr - !
e 1 % ] ] 1 I 1 1 { — T
tossed a - bout__ till that poor young oys - ter Finds that it's time he should
| j | l | | r
-* & w i
.
poco
1
b 4

iy




35

oSG F6/Ab C/G  Tacet Fm9 Bb7
{add G) .
e e e
;-4_ ;_Il - 1 T éc =1 ={ é
Talt his clois - ter. Up comes the oys -~ ter!
=
i | & .
S S— - T e — - 1 "
e FE ey e iy
L i d
57: S rall
N i ‘ls
S A I A 17 - i
2 F——— — = { 5 2
=T ' ‘ : b
Slowly
Eb Eb+ Abmaj7/Eb Bb9 Eb Ebmaj7/Bb
e § 5 ! fr—— 3 1 — f T
Yo e L o o
- - i 4
Back once more where he start - ed from, He mur -mured, "I have-n't a
L.'.J : - ! ! 1 + ——— \1 1 _— y
-y . 1 T I | i _4'1 . ={’ ! i . 1 T
e e e e e
4 id i i | i
i ‘ |
m3 +
ol P , bf‘ = — - prm— flm—
e § * - T - S S \ T —t : I
i S A — - - — & —o—' - & e i o ——
- &
A>maj?7/Eb Ab6/Bb Abm/Bb Eb Eb+ Abmaj7/Eb Bb9
L::L“ _ —+ N Y T ! I T
gml*“:::::i:"“? """"""" i i - R o s _J:; s —
sin - gle qualm, For I've had a taste of so - ci - e -ty And so-
f F E e e e
oS F—— fm%vf % ¢ 5
| i hf f- —TT
= e ——— e ——— —f
e =t = g g
- -
- C/Bb Slower
RAS / Fm/Ab C/G Fm Eb Abg Eb
A r——
e e e T e ==
¢i - e -ty has had a taste of me."" Wise lit-tle oys - ter] 8?’?'"‘,
)~ : %
’ﬁg‘—-——w% =c=== = :
% 4 % t %&——d—_&—————o—‘—
! g hd :g g ! ‘?'
T 1 !
e - 7w |
 S— i +— ! - ; -5 —wa— -
rw VVVVVVV — 5 1 : + r §

9
3
E XY Yo



