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THE TALE OF THE OYSTER 
From "Fifty Million Frenchmen" 

Words and Music by 

COLE PORTER 
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longed to trav - el with the up- per set._ Poor lit - tle oys - ter! 
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one day the chef from the Park Ca - si - no Saw that oys - ter 
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""'--' ly - ing there And said, "I'll put_ you on my bill of fare.'_' 
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Thrilled lit - tie oys - ter! 
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Moderately slow 
C Am Dm7 G7 C Am Dm7 G9 G7 
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See that bi - valve so - cial climb - er Feed - ing the rich Mrs._ Hog - gen- heim - er;, 
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Think of his joy as he gai - ly glides Down to the mid-dle of her gild- ed in - sides. 
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- - ... •• 1'- - I think I'd bet - ter hur- ry back to Oys - ter Bay." 

f\. I r--1 I r--1 I I 
yacht to - day,_ But 

@) f. 

.. 
,------. 

r to I r r r -f :.jj f'r rit 
- #f 

raU. 
I 

• .... .... 

Moderately slowSlowly 
E A6 E Am Dm6/A 

@) I 
Scared 

Am 
~. 

.. 

lit - tie oys - ter! 

Dm6/A Am 

Off thru the 

G F E-
J -

trou - bled 
J 

tide, The yacht roll- ing mad - ly from side to Side. They've 

Am 
f\. 

Dm6/A Am 
~ 

t! ......., I 

F6/A~ 

tossed a - bout__ till that poor young oys - ter 

f\. i I i i 

'1 P I 
cresco 

'1 ~ U 
poco a 

'1 P ~ 
poco 

• 

cjG Fm6 

-Finds that it's time he should 

I r-'i I 

-



-- --

35 

_ G F6/Ab c/a Tacet Fm9 

his clois - ter. Up comes the oys - fer!...... "'l 

I 
I J j J 

~~ ,,-I, :::c:= ~----+ 

~~7 I ........ 
 ~I 1 -~ V 1'f:::> 

f f rall.:::>, 
.~ ~ 

f;-b---. 

\ <:;. 

Abmaj7/Eb Bb9 Eb Ebmaj7/Bb 

J. ~ J. ~~·I d==~ F~~====r2-t=.1~~j~~---itf-±==7jjj 
Back once more where he 

, r- -----\- ---t----t 

tr 
: 

~ 

bf, 
mp 

.~. 
-

-
~ 

ari 
---fII--- *' 

---i 
start - ed from, He 

I 

" . 
. ..... 

i 
--!l - 

----l---- : I 

I 
- ,. - I 

mur - mured, II I have-n't a 

: 

-V
I I 

~-!L 
.. , ---+ 

" 


---+ J I ~=E-

sin gle qualm, For I've had a taste of so - ci e - ty, And 50
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