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BIOGRAPHY

Vince Guaraldi called himself a “reformed boogie-woogie piano player.” Of course, he
was much more than that. In his all-too-short forty-seven year life, he won a Grammy
Award for his recording of “Cast Your Fate to the Wind,” and created music for the Peanuts
television specials that have assured his place as one of the most beloved composers in the
jazz world.

Born in San Francisco in 1928, his earliest influences were Jimmy Yancey, Albert
Ammons and Pete Johnson. After attending San Francisco State College and serving in the
military, Guaraldi returned to San Francisco to continue making music. He free-lanced in
the ‘50s, performing with the Bill Harris - Chubby Jackson band, Georgie Auld, Woody
Hermah and Sonny Criss. He recorded with Stan Getz in 1957, and scored a major triumph
at the first Monterey Jazz Festival in 1958 as pianist with Cal Tjader’s latin band.

In 1962, he recorded an album called Jazz Impressions of Black Orpheus, inspired by the
soundtrack to the hit motion picture. “Samba de Orfeu” and “Cast Your Fate to the Wind”
were issued as singles and “Cast Your Fate” was played frequently on the radio, even
though it was the B-side of the single. The album went on to sell almost 500,000 copies.

By the mid ‘60s, Guaraldi continued to play with his trio, and toured and recorded
with Brazilian guitarist Bola Sete. On the advice of writer Ralph J. Gleason, Guaraldi was
hired by producer Lee Mendelson to write themes for a documentary on Charles Schulz,
the creator of the comic strip, “Peanuts,” and a soundtrack album of Guaraldi’s themes was
released. While the documentary didn’t sell, the album did, and the themes were later re-
worked for the animated “Peanuts” televiéion specials. Guaraldi would score fifteen net-
work “Peanuts” cartoon specials.

In 1965, Guaraldi played a concert at San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral, featuring his
trio and a mixed chorus performing his sacred music, preceding Duke Ellington’s sacred
concert there by four months. He continued performing and composing, even performing

with the Grateful Dead, until he suffered a heart attack in 1976.
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Cast Your Fate to the Wind,
Manha de Carnaval,

Samba de Orfeu —

4/18/62 — LP: Fantasy 8089;
CD: OJCCD-437

Christmas Time Is Here,
Greensleeves, O Tannenbaum —
1965 — LP: Fantasy 8431 (+CD)
(Greensleeves appears

on the CD only)

Outra Vez -
12/4/62 -
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1964 —
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Cast Your Fate to the Wind

Words and Music by Vince Guaraldi and Carel Werver
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Christmas Time Is Here

Words by Lee Mendelson

Music by Vince Guaraldi
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Linus and Lucy

By Vince Guaraldi
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Manha De Carnaval
(A Day in the Life of a Fool)

Words by Carl Sigman
Music by Luiz Bonfa
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Samba De Orfeu

Words by Antonio Maria
Music by Luiz Bonfa

Samba Tempo

Bass Introduction
Ending Measure
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Star Song

By Vince Guaraldi
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